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29-22-101. Definitions. As use d in this a rticle, unle ss the con text other wise req uires: 
(1) "Hazardous substance" means any substance, material, waste, or mixture designated as a hazardous
material, waste, or substance according to 49 Code of Federal Regulations Part 172, as amended, or by section
18-13-112 (2) (b), C.R.S., or as designated pursuant to the federal "Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Comp ensation, and  Liability Act of 198 0" (PL 96 -510) as in effect Ju ly 1, 1983. 
(2) (a) "Hazardous substance incident" means any emergency circumstance involving the sudden discharge of
a hazardous substance which threatens immediate and irreparable harm to the environment or the health and
safety of any in dividu al other than indiv iduals ex posed  to the risks a ssociated  with ha zardou s substan ces in
the normal course of their employment. "Hazardous substance incident" includes those incidents of spilling,
dumping, or abandonment of a hazardous substance, whether or not such spilling, dumping, or abandonment
is found to threa ten immed iate and irreparab le harm, bu t such term d oes not includ e any discharge o f a
hazardous substance authorized pursuant to any federal, state, or local law or regulation. "Hazardous
substan ce incide nt" inclu des thos e inciden ts which  occur d uring tran sportation  of a hazar dous su bstance , in
which a sp ill does not occur d uring the incid ent but is threaten ed prior to or du ring the cleanu p period. 
(b) As u sed in th is section, " aband onme nt" mea ns the ac t of leaving  a thing w ith the inte nt not to re tain
possession of or a ssert ownersh ip or control over it. Th e intent need  not coincide w ith the act of leaving. 
(3) "Person" means any individual, public or private corporation, partnership, association, firm, trust, or
estate, the state or any department, institution, or agency thereof, any municipal corporation, county, city and
county, or other political subdivision of the state, or any other legal entity whatsoever which is recognized by
law as the sub ject of rights and d uties. 
(4) "Private property" means any property under the control, management, or operation of any person other
than a govern mental agen cy. 

29-22-102. Hazardou s substance incid ents - response au thorities - designation . (1) It is the pu rpose of th is
section to provide for the designation of emergency response au thorities for hazardous substance incidents.
Every emergency response authority designated in or pursuant to this section shall be responsible for
providing and maintaining the capability for emergency response to a hazardous substance incident occurring
within its jurisdiction. An emergency response authority may provide and maintain the capability for such
response directly or through mutual aid or other agreements. Subject to the provisions of local or regional
respon se agreem ents for h azardou s substan ce incide nts, the first e mergen cy respon se autho rity, or its pub lic
agency designee through mutual aid or otherwise, to arrive at the scene of the incident, regardless of whether
the incident occurs within its jurisdiction, shall be responsible for the emergency response as incident
commander until such time as the emergency response authority that has jurisdiction over the incident site has
arrived, after which unified command shall be followed until the emergency response has concluded. As used
in this section, "emergency response to a hazardous substance incident" means taking the initial emergency
action necessary to m inimize the effects of a  hazardou s substance in cident. 
(2) If a haza rdous su bstance  inciden t occurs on  private p roperty an d is otherw ise reporta ble to any fe deral,
state, or local a gency, the  owner o f the prop erty or perso n or entity op erating on  the prop erty shall pro mptly
report the incident to and coordinate a response with the appropriate emergency response authority designated
in or pursuant to this section. If the owner or operator does not undertake or coordinate an emergency
response or if, in the judgment of the designated emergency response authority, there exists an imminent
dange r to the pu blic health  and safe ty beyond  such p roperty, the  designa ted eme rgency resp onse au thority
may undertake the emergency response to such hazardous substance incident, as provided in this section.
Nothin g in this su bsection  (2) shall b e constru ed to pro hibit the o wner of  private p roperty or a p erson or e ntity
operating on such property from undertaking the emergency response to a hazardous substance incident
occurring on  the property. 
(3) (a) The governing body of every town, city, and city and county shall designate by ordinance or resolution



an emergency response authority or authorities for hazardous substance incidents occurring within the
corporate limits of such town, city, and city and county. Unless otherwise designated by ordinance or
resolution, the fire authority having responsibility for the corporate limits of such town, city, or city and
county shall be th e designated  emergency resp onse autho rity. 
(b) The board of county commissioners of every county in the state shall designate by ordinance or resolution
the emergency response authority or authorities for hazardous substance incidents occurring within the
unincorp orated area of the co unty. Unless o therwise design ated by ordinan ce or resolution, the c ounty sheriff
having responsibility for the unincorporated area of the county shall be the designated em ergency response
authority. 
(c) (Deleted by am endmen t, L. 99, p. 43 2, §§ 1, effective A pril 30, 199 9.) 
(4) (Deleted b y amendm ent, L. 99, p . 432, §§ 1, effective A pril 30, 199 9.) 
(5) (a) For the purposes of this section, if a hazardous substance incident occurs on any federal, state, or
county highway located outside of municipal city limits, the Colorado state patrol shall be the emergency
response au thority for such haza rdous sub stance inciden t. 
(b) The Colorado state patrol may delegate such authority to the emergency response authority designated
pursuant to subsection (3) of this section or to any public entity capable of performing the emergency
response to a hazardous substance incident upon approval of the governing body of the entity receiving
authority und er such deleg ation. 
(c) In perfo rming its d uties un der this su bsection  (5), the C olorado  state patrol sh all, when  practicab le, locate
its emergency response resources based up on its assessment of the hazardous substance s emergency response
needs of the d ifferent geograph ic areas of the state. 
(d) The Colorado state patrol shall actively coordinate its emergency response capabilities and plans with local
emergenc y response agen cies. 
(6) Each governing body identified in subsection (3) of this section and the Colorado state patrol shall, as
necessary, exercise continuing supervisory authority in consultation with other federal, state, and local
agencies having regulatory jurisdiction for the cleanup and removal of the hazardous substance involved in an
incident. 

29-22-103. Emergenc y response au thority may req uest assistance. (1) An y emergen cy respon se autho rity
that, in its judgment, does not have the equipment, personnel, or expertise necessary to handle a particular
hazardous substance incident may make a request to any public agency or private entity possessing such
necessary equip ment, person nel, or expertise to p rovide assistance to su ch emergen cy response au thority. 
(2) (a) Any emergency response authority designated in or pursuant to section 29-22-102 may request the
department of public health and environment and the county or district health department to provide
assistance. If there is no county or district health department for the area in which a hazardous substance
inciden t occurs, su ch requ est may be  made to  the boar d of cou nty comm issioners in  its capacity as th e coun ty
board  of hea lth or to  the mayor an d cou ncil or tr ustees  in thei r capacity as the  mun icipal b oard o f health . In
addition , any other s tate or local ag ency with  useful ex pertise sh all have th e autho rity, upon  request, to
provide  assistance  to and co operate w ith the em ergency re sponse  authority d esignated  in or pu rsuant to
section 29-22 -102. 
(b) The departmen t of public safety is hereby authorized to organize, through mutual aid or other agreemen ts,
a state emergency response team and regional emergency response teams. The state team may consist of any
federal, state, local, or private en tities that have the app ropriately trained perso nnel and  the necessary
equipment to respond  on a statewide basis to a hazardous substance inc ident. The regional teams may consist
of any federal, state, local, or priva te entities that have the a ppropriately trained  personnel an d the necessa ry
equip ment to re spond  on a regio nal basis to  a hazard ous sub stance in cident an d to assist th e state team  in
responding on a statewide basis to a hazardous substance incident. The state and regional teams shall be
available to respond to hazardous substance incidents upon request made to the department of public safety by
an eme rgency resp onse au thority. Th e emerg ency resp onse au thority that req uests a resp onse by th e state
emergency response team, a regional emergency response team, or both shall assure that the reasonable and
docum ented co sts of the team 's or teams' resp onse are in cluded  in any reim bursem ent for cos ts sough t in
accorda nce with  this article. T he eme rgency resp onse au thority shall d istribute an y such reim bursem ent that is
made to it on a pro rata basis to each entity that made up the emergency response team or teams that
responde d to a hazardo us substan ce incident. 
(3) Any municipal or county governing body, any emergency response authority, any private entity, the
Colorado state patrol, or the department of public safety may enter into mutual aid or other agreements for the
purpose o f enhancin g the respons e to hazardou s substance in cidents. Suc h agreemen ts may include, b ut are
not limited to, proc edures for utilizing  equipm ent, personn el, and techn ical assistance. 

29-22-104. Right to claim reim bursemen t - temporary co mmittee on reim bursemen t. (1) A  pub lic entity,
political subdivision of the state, or unit of local government is hereby given the right to claim reimbursement
from the person or persons who have care, custody, and control of the hazardous substance involved at the
time of the  inciden t for the reasonable , necessa ry, and do cumen ted costs re sulting fro m action  taken to
remove, contain, or otherwise mitigate the effects of such incident. When the action to remove, contain, or
otherw ise mitigate  the effects o f such an  inciden t also involv es exting uishing  a fire, the co sts may on ly
includ e the extra ordinary e xpen ses related  to the haz ardous  substan ce and n ot any exp ense relate d to
extinguishing the fire. If the property on which the hazardous substance incident occurred lies within an



unincorporated area of a county and not otherwise within a fire protection district, then the costs may include
any expense related to the hazardous substance incident or to extinguishing the fire. If any such person is the
owner of property upon which the hazardous substance incident occurs, collection of such costs may be made
pursuan t to section 30-10 -513.5 (1), C .R.S. 
(2) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to change or impair any right of recovery or
subrogation  arising unde r any other provision  of law. 
(3) (a) The governing body of the emergency response authority designated in section 29-22-102 (3), or when
the emergency response authority is the Colorado state patrol, the attorney general, shall be responsible for
collecti ng an y claims  for reim burse men t made purs uant to  this sec tion w hen m ore than one  pub lic entity,
political subdivision of the state, or unit of local government has assisted in said removal, containment, or
mitigation. Such responsibility shall include, when necessary, the filing of a civil action against the person
respon sible for the aband onme nt or spill. A ny such  agency w hich ren dered a ssistance m ay also join a ny civil
action as a party plaintiff or m ay assign any rights to the a ppropriate em ergency respon se authority. 
(b) An y collections  or recover y made b y the emer gency resp onse au thority shall b e distribu ted on a p ro rata
basis amon g the agencies w hich rende red assistance. 
(c) The emergency response authority is entitled to recover its reasonable costs in collecting any
reimbu rsemen t, includ ing any atto rney fees. If su ch costs ar e not inclu ded in a  judgm ent rend ered in a c ivil
action, th ey shall be d educted from a ny recove ry prior to the  distributio n provid ed for in p aragraph  (b) of this
subsection (3 ). 
(d) All moneys collected or recovered pursuant to the provisions of this section on behalf of the Colorado
state patrol, except for moneys distributed to assisting agencies pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subsection
(3) or to pay legal fees or costs pursuant to paragraph (c) of this subsection (3), shall be transmitted to the
state treasurer who  shall credit the sam e to the highw ay users tax fund  established in sec tion 43-4-20 1, C.R.S . 
(4) The provisions of this section shall apply to any claim for reimbursement for costs related to a hazardous
substance w hich is authorize d by other prov isions of law. 
(5) (a) (I) N o later than  June 1 5, 199 9, the ex ecutive d irector of the  departm ent of pu blic safety sh all appo int a
temporary committee on reimbursement for the costs of hazardous substance incidents. The executive director
shall appoint as committee members representatives of facilities and transportation companies that produce or
handle hazardous substances, insurance companies, fire departments and other hazardous substance incident
response ag encies, municipal and  coun ty governments, the Colo rado s tate pa trol, the  divisio n of fire  safety,
and such other entities as the director deems necessary and appropriate. The director shall appoint equal
numb ers of representatives o f private and p ublic entities to the com mittee. 
(II) The committee shall hold its first meeting no later than July 1, 1999, and shall elect a chairperson at the
first meeting. Subsequently, the committee shall meet at least once each month until it has made the written
recommendations required by subparagraph (I) of paragraph (b) of this subsection (5) and may meet as often
as the chairperso n deems n ecessary. Mem bers of the com mittee shall not receive  compen sation of any kind . 
(b) (I) No later than August 15, 1999, the temporary committee on reimbursement for the costs of hazardous
substan ce incide nts shall m ake written  recomm endatio ns to the e xecutiv e director o f the dep artmen t of pub lic
safety regard ing guid elines for ad ministerin g and re solving c laims for re imbursemen t made p ursuan t to this
section against any party or person responsible for a hazardous substance incident. Such recommendations
may include recommendations for proposed legislation or administrative rules and shall include
recommendations for an administrative process to ensure prompt mediation of disputes concerning claims for
reimbursem ent made p ursuant to this sec tion by any pub lic entity against any person  or party responsib le for a
hazardous substance incident. Such recommendations shall be designed to provide public entities and persons
or parties responsible for hazardous substance incidents with the opportunity to resolve claims for
reimbursem ent that result from h azardous su bstance incid ents in a timely and  reasonable m anner. 
(II) No recommendation made by the temporary committee on reimbursement for the costs of hazardous
substance incidents shall be implemented or have the force and effect of law or rule, or be considered by any
court or arb iter unless  such rec ommendatio n is enac ted into law  or adop ted by ad ministrativ e rule in
accordance  with article 4 of title 24, C .R.S. 
(c) No later than September 1, 1999, unless the legislative audit committee specifies a later date, the executive
director of the department of public safety shall report the recommendations of the temporary committee on
reimbursem ent for the costs of ha zardous sub stance inciden ts to the legislative audit com mittee. The rep ort
shall include an y proposed legislation  recomme nded to the  executive direc tor by the tempo rary committee. 
(6) (a) The executive director of the department of public safety shall adopt rules in accordance with article 4
of title 24, C.R.S., to create a process by which a public entity, political subdivision of the state, or unit of
local government claiming reimbursement pursuant to this section shall establish that the costs attributed to a
hazardous substance incident are reasonable, necessary, and documented. Such rules shall provide for
consideration of all appropriate cost factors including but not limited to acquisition and operation expenses for
equipment, salaries and benefits, the cost of expendable supplies, the cost differences between rural and urban
areas, and the cost differences between respond ing entities that utilize paid staff and entities that use
volunteers. 
(b) Th e execu tive directo r of the de partme nt of pu blic safety sh all create a list of  qualified  and kn owledg eable
persons who are willing to perform the role of voluntary ombudsman, mediator, or arbitrator to resolve
disputes regarding claims for reimbursement made pursuant to this section and shall adopt rules in accordance
with article 4 of title 24, C.R.S., to establish the process by which the parties involved in such a dispute may
access and arrange for the assistance of persons on the list. Persons on the list shall not receive compensation
for their serv ices from th e state and  shall not b e state emp loyees. Pers ons on  the list shall n ot be sub ject to
civil liability for any actions taken in good faith pursuant to this paragraph (b) or any rule adopted by the



executive direc tor of the departm ent of pub lic safety in accordance  with this section. 

29-22-105. Additional reimbursement for costs of assistance - subrogation of rights - recovery of
reimbursem ents by attorney  general. Whenever any fire department or other public agency provides
assistance to a designated emergency response authority, as provided in section 29-22-103 or 29-22-104,
outside o f the area o f its jurisdic tion, wh enever a ssistance to  a design ated em ergency re sponse  authority is
provided pursuant to a mutual aid agreement, or whenever the department of public health and environment
or local health department provides services such as laboratory analyses, waste removal, transportation,
storage, or disposal, the reasonable documented costs of the equipment, supplies, analyses, and personnel
provided by such fire department or public agency may be reimbursed, subject to guidelines by the executive
director of the department of public safety. Reimbursement shall be for costs not recovered pursuant to section
29-22-104 and shall be out of any moneys made available by legislative appropriation therefor. In the event of
such reim bursem ent, the sta te of Colo rado sh all be sub rogated to  any rights o f such fire  departm ent or pu blic
agency w ith respec t to the am ounts so  reimbu rsed. Th e attorney ge neral sha ll pursue  all available  remedie s to
recover any moneys paid out pursuant to this section from the person responsible for said incident. Any
mone ys recovered  by the attorn ey general s hall be tran smitted to  the state treas urer. N othing in  this article
shall be construed to enlarge or impair any right of recovery or subrogation arising under any other provision
of law. The attorney general shall not attempt to recover any moneys from any person responding to a
hazardou s substance in cident pursu ant to a mutu al aid agreemen t or to any provision of th is article. 

29-22-106.5 . Hazardous substances planning and response assistance fund - creation - acceptance of
gifts, grants, and do nations - grants to lo cal governm ent - repeal. (1) Th ere is hereb y created in  the state
treasury a fu nd to b e know n as the h azardou s substan ces plan ning an d respo nse assista nce fun d, referred  to in
this section as the "fund". The fund shall be administered by the executive director of the department of
public safety. 
(2) The executive director of the department of public safety is hereby directed to actively solicit and to accept
all moneys received from the federal governmen t and from public or private grants, gifts, bequests, donations,
and other contributions for any purpose consistent with the provisions of this article. Such moneys, together
with any other m oneys approp riated by the gene ral assembly, shall be  credited to the fun d. 
(3) All interest derived from the deposit and investment of moneys in the fund shall be credited to the fund.
Any moneys not appropriated shall remain in the fund and shall not be transferred or revert to the general
fund o f the state at th e end of  any fiscal year. A ny mon eys remain ing in the  fund u pon th e repeal o f this
section shall be tran sferred to the gen eral fund. 
(4) Mo neys in the  fund sh all be use d to prov ide gran ts to pub lic entities an d agencies in the  state to assist w ith
emerge ncy plan ning an d emerg ency resp onse to h azardou s substan ce incide nts. Th e depar tment of  public
safety shall administer all grants from the fund and shall accept applications from local emergency planning
committees and from first responder organizations who have coordinated their request with their local or
regional emergency planning committee. Prior to June 1, 2000, the Colorado emergency planning commission
shall assess the emergency planning and response needs of the state and report its findings to the executive
director of  the dep artmen t of pub lic safety. Th e execu tive directo r of the de partme nt of pu blic safety sh all
evaluate the grant applications, taking into account the needs assessment findings and any other input of the
Colorad o emerg ency plan ning co mmissio n, and  shall dete rmine w hich ap plication s shall be a pproved as we ll
as the amount of each grant. Grants shall be made for the purposes of emergency planning and emergency
response including, but not limited to, response equipment, training and planning programs, and training and
planning equipment, as needed to carry out the purposes of this article. A grant shall only be made to a grant
applicant who has obtained local funding or entered into an agreement to obtain local funding in an amount of
twenty-five percen t or greater than the am ount of the gran t. 
(5) The executive director of the department of public safety may promulgate rules prescribing the procedures
to be followed in the making, filing, and evaluation of grant applications and any other rules necessary for
administering  the fund. S uch rules sh all be promu lgated in accord ance with article 4  of title 24, C.R.S . 
(6) The executive director of the department of public safety shall report by November 1 of each year to the
joint budget committee of the general assembly on all grants of moneys from the fund made in the preceding
fiscal year. Such report shall include the criteria used to award grants, the number of grant applications
received, the number of grants made, the amount of each grant, the specific purpose for the grant, and the
amoun t of local funding  contributed fo r each grant. 
(7) This section  is repealed, effective Ju ly 1, 2005. 

29-22-107. Legislative finding - h azardous su bstance listing requ ired. (1) The general assembly finds,
determ ines, and  declares: 
(a) Tha t the prote ction of th e pub lic from th e dang ers of hazardous  substan ce incide nts occu rring on  private
proper ty, other than  residentia l or agricultu ral prope rty, is a matter of  statewide  concern ; 
(b) That, without the provisions of this section, such protection is inadequate; and 
(c) That the provisions of this section are enacted in the exercise of the police powers of this state for the
purpose o f protecting the p eace, health, safety, and  welfare of the peo ple of this state. 
(2) (a) Upon the request of the designated emergency response authority, the department of public health and
environment, or the local fire department, any person who, in accordance with the following table, possesses



the specified quantity, or a quantity in excess of that specified, of any hazard type of hazardous substance on
private property shall provide the designated emergency response authority and the waste management
division of the department of public health and environment and, when requested, the local fire department
with a listing of the maximum quantity of each such hazard type reasonably anticipated to be present on the
proper ty at any time: 

Hazard type Quantity  

Class  A or B  explo sive A ny quantity 

Class C explosive 50 p ounds 

Etiolo gical ag ent A ny quantity 

Water reactive flammable solid 5 pou nds 

Pyrophoric material 5 pound s 

Organic/inorganic peroxide 5 0 pounds 

Poison A or poison B  100 poun ds or 15 gallons 

Flammable liquid othe r than a pyrophoric liquid 700 p ounds or 120  gallons 

Compressed flammable gas other than 3,000 cubic feet or more 
liquefied  petroleu m gases  at one atm osphe re at 
seventy d egrees F ahrenh eit 

Liqu efied p etroleu m gases An y installa tion ex ceeding 18 ,000  gallon  water c apaci ty 

Oxidizer 200 p ounds or 120  gallons 

Combustible liquid 
Class I 120 gallons 
Class II 240 gallons 
Class III 500 gallons 

Corrosive material 200 pounds or 120 gallons (unless a lesser amount is specified in 49 Code of Federal
Regulation s Part 172.1 01) 

Irritating material 200 pounds or 120 gallons 

(b) W ith respec t to the term s listed as h azard type s in the tab le in parag raph (a) o f this sub section (2 ): 
(I) "Pyrophoric material" means any material which ignites spontaneously in dry or moist air at or below one
hundre d thirty degrees Fa hrenheit. 
(II) The remaining terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in 49 Code of Federal Regulations
Subch apter C as in effec t on July 1, 19 83. 
(c) (I) Any person requested to list pursuant to this subsection (2) shall update such list annually unless the
designated response authority, the department of public health and environment, or the local fire department
requests an u pdated list prior to the  annual up date. 
(II) Excep t as to those a uthorities  designa ted in pa ragraph  (a) of this su bsection  (2), all information  required  to
be provided under this subsection (2) shall be deemed privileged and shall not be released to any person or
organization w ithout the exp ress written consen t of the person p roviding the in formation. 
(III) The person w ho, withou t the express w ritten consent req uired in sub paragraph  (II) of this paragraph (c),
releases in formation  required  to be pro vided b y this subs ection (2 ) comm its a class 3 m isdeme anor an d shall
be pun ished as prov ided in section  18-1-106 , C.R.S. 
(d) Th e require ments o f this sub section (2 ) shall not a pply to: 
(I) Motor fuel products in quantities less than forty-two thousand gallons in underground storage or less than
six hundred twenty gallons in one tank or less than one thousand three hundred forty gallons in combination
in abov e groun d storage ; 
(II) Hazard ous sub stances lo cated on  residentia l, person al, or agricu ltural prop erty; 
(III) Any person who has specific arrangements with a designated emergency response authority for
respon ding to h azardou s substan ce incide nts; 
(IV) Hazard ous materials in tran sportation wh ich are subjec t to the provisions of article 2 .1 of title 40, C.R .S.;

(V) Th e armed  forces of th e Unite d States o r the state m ilitia; 
(VI) Ex plosives in  forms p rescribed  by the officia l United  States ph armaco polia; 
(VII) Th e sale, pos session, o r use of firew orks; 
(VIII) Th e possess ion, trans portation , and u se of sma ll arms am mun ition; 



(IX) The possession, storage, and transportation of not more than fifty pounds of black powder and two
thousand small arms prim ers for hand-loading of small arms amm unition for personal use unless otherwise
regulated  by the loca l jurisdictio n; 
(X) The transportation and use of explosives or blasting agents by the United States bureau of mines, the
federa l bureau of in vestiga tion, th e Un ited S tates sec ret serv ice, the  Unite d Stat es dep artment of th e treasu ry,
or a police  or fire dep artmen t acting in its o fficial capa city; 
(XI) Special ind ustrial explosive d evices which  in the aggregate co ntain less than fifty pou nds of exp losives. 
(3) On  or after Oc tober 1, 1 983, a ny person  failing to co mply with  the prov isions of su bsection  (2) of this
section shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more than one hundred dollars per day for each day during
which said violation occurs. Such penalty shall be determined and collected by a court of competent
jurisdictio n upo n an actio n institute d by the d istrict attorney. C ivil penaltie s collected  shall be tra nsmitted  to
the state treasurer, wh o shall credit the sam e to the general fun d. 

29-22-108. Criminal pen alties. (1) Any person who intentionally causes or substantially contributes to the
occurrence of a hazardous sub stance incident in violation of the provision of this article commits a class 4
felony and sha ll be punish ed as provide d in section 18 -1-105, C .R.S. 
(2) Any pe rson who  willfully, recklessly, or with crimin al negligence as d efined in section  18-1-501 , C.R.S.,
causes or substantially contributes to the occurrence of a hazardous substance incident in violation of the
provisions of this article commits a class 5 felony and shall be punished as provided in section 18-1-105,
C.R.S. 

29-22-109. Persons rendering assistance relating to hazardous substance incidents - legislative
declaration - exem ption from civil liability. (1) The general assembly hereby finds and declares that
knowled geable individ uals and orga nizations shou ld be encou raged to lend e xpert assistance in  the event of a
hazardous substance incident. The purpose of this section is to so encourage such individuals and
organizations to len d assistance by pro viding them  with limited imm unity from civil liability. 
(2) A s used  in this s ection , "person" m eans in dividual, go vernm ent or g overn men tal sub divisio n or ag ency,
corporation, p artnership, or assoc iation or any other legal en tity. 
(3) (a) N otwithsta nding  any prov ision of law  to the con trary, any pers on wh o provid es assistan ce or adv ice in
mitigating  or attemp ting to mitig ate the effec ts of an actu al or threate ned h azardou s substan ce incide nt, or in
preven ting, clean ing up , or dispo sing of or in  attemptin g to preve nt, clean u p, or disp ose of any such inc ident,
shall not b e subje ct to civil liability fo r such as sistance o r advice, e xcept as  provide d in sub section (4 ) of this
section. 
(b) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, any person who provides assistance upon request of
any emergency response authority, police agency, fire department, rescue or emergency squad, or any
governmental agency in the event of an accident or other emergency involving the use, handling,
transportation, transmission, or storage of hazardous substance, when the reasonably apparent circumstances
require prompt decisions and actions, shall not be liable for any civil damages resulting from any act of
comm ission or om ission on  his part in  the cour se of his ren dering s uch ass istance, ex cept as p rovided  in
subsection (4 ) of this section. 
(4) Th e exem ption from  civil liability pro vided fo r in this sectio n shall n ot apply to: 
(a) Any person whose act or omission caused in whole or in part such discharge and who would otherwise be
liable there for; 
(b) Any person, other than the employee of a governmental subdivision or agency, who receives compensation
other tha n reimb urseme nt for out-o f-pocket expen ses for his as sistance o r advice; 
(c) Any person 's gross negligence or rec kless, wanton , or intentional misc onduct. 
(5) No thing in  this section  shall be co nstrued  to abroga te or limit the  sovereign  immu nity granted  to pub lic
entities pursuan t to article 10 of title 24, C.R .S., the "Colo rado Gov ernmental Im munity Ac t". 

29-22-110. Colorado state  patrol to provide  information. The Colorado state patrol shall compile and
maintain information on the emergency response capabilities of public and private agencies throughout the
state to ena ble the sta te patrol to an swer an y inquiry co ncernin g the nea rest agenc ies or entities  available to
contribu te equip ment an d perso nnel to aid  in the em ergency re sponse  to any haz ardous  substan ce incide nt.
The state patrol shall also compile and maintain information regarding which local, state, or federal agencies
or entities should be notified of any hazardous substance incident. The state patrol shall establish, maintain,
and publicize a telephone service to make such information available to the public twenty-four hours each day
and shall notify each emergency response authority designated in or pursuant to section 29-22-102 as
responsible for the emergency response to a hazardous substance incident of such service. With respect to the
power s and d uties spec ified in this  section, th e state patro l shall hav e no rule -making  authority an d shall av ail
itself of all available private resources. The state patrol shall coordinate its activities pursuant to this section
with the dep artment of pu blic health and  environm ent and the d epartment of lo cal affairs. 


